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MEXICO UNDER SIEGE

Most of our daily life in
Mexico goes like this:
MONTERREY, Mexico—A
surge of drug violence in
Mexico's business capital
and richest city has
prompted an outcry from
business leaders who on
Wednesday took out full-
page ads asking President
Felipe Calderdn to send in
more soldiers to stem the
violence.

This is 4 miles from our
home: Soldiers secure a
crime scene where the
body of the mayor of El
Cercado, Santiago NL, a
tourist town near Monterrey
was found.

The growing violence in
Monterrey, long one of
Mexico's most modern and
safe cities, is a sign that the
country's war against drug
gangs is spreading ever
further from poorer battle-
grounds along the border
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Saturday in Monterrey
armed gangs set up
more than a dozen road-
blocks on key boule-
vards of the city, paralyz-
ing traffic for hours. The
next day, a grenade was
lobbed at the offices of an
important television
broadcaster. On Tuesday
night, grenades were also
hurled at several small
businesses on the city's
outskirts.

Mexico's War on Drugs
-Mexico's Drug Killings
In just a few months,
Monterrey has gone from
seeming benevolence to
extreme violence," U.S.
Ambassador to Mexico,
Carlos Pascual, said at a

recent conference on
drug trafficking in El
Paso, Texas.

Mr. Calderén recently ac-
knowledged the govern-
ment's inability to check
the violence brute force
alone and has invited

F

izing drugs.

The brutality of the conflict
is escalating. Alleged gang
hit men broke into the home
of a Chihuahua state police-
man this week and stran-
gled to death his 4-year-old
brother, authorities said.
Across the country, muti-
lated and decapitated bod-
ies turn up virtually every
day, sometimes hanging
from bridges.

Related Stories:
Body of Police Chief Found

in Northern Mexico
Massacre in Mexico:
Hooded men raided a Holi-
day Inn in Monterrey taking
several hostages, who re-
main missing. The month
before, two doctorate stu-
dents were Kkilled as by-
standers in a shootout at
Mexico's most prestigious
university, the Monterrey
Institute of Technology and
Higher Education, known as
Monterrey Tech.
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Wanda and | ask you to please pray much fo
Godbés grace in us. W
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